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Uganda railway which enters Uganda near Tororo whence a branch
line runs north to Soroti.
While it is true that the natives are for the most part engaged
either in the cultivation of food-stuffs or in pastoral pursuits, it has
also to be noted that they have shown themselves singularly apt
to benefit by European instruction; it is probable that the general
improvement in agriculture, which is taking place as a result thereof,
will enable the Protectorate to export an increasing amount of
produce in the future. In the meantime in the cotton growing
districts the native has taken full advantage of the opportunities
offered by the cultivation of that plant to improve his economic
position to a remarkable extent.
ABYSSINIA
Abyssinia belongs in part to the Abyssinian Highlands, where
the Archaean rocks of the African plateau are covered in many
places with great masses of volcanic material, and in part to the
lands of lower elevation which lie to the east and south-east thereof.
The total area of the country is estimated at 432,000 square miles,
and its population, which is mainly of Hamitic origin, has recently
been estimated at 12,000,000. Notwithstanding the fact that the
country is as yet but partially known, three natural regions may be
recognized. The Kwolla, which rises to a height of 5,000 feet above
sea-level, has a tropical climate and yields cotton, coffee, and other
products of a tropical or sub-tropical character. The Woina Dega,
which lies, roughly speaking, between 5,000 and 8,000 feet, produces
cereals and fruits like those of southern Europe. The Dega, which
is above 8,000 feet, is a pastoral country in which sheep and goats
are reared. Apart from coffee no other crop does more than-
satisfy a purely local demand. The mineral wealth is believed to
be varied if not considerable, but apart from potash, which is
worked near the Eritrean border, little has been done to develop
it. Economic progress is slow, and the country has but little
trade with the outside world. The chief exports are hides, skins,
coffee, and beeswax, and the imports consist, in the main, of
cotton goods. Most of the trade passes over the railway from
Addis Ababa to Jibuti in French Somaliland, but some makes
its way by river steamers on the Baro, Sobat, and White Nile,
to Omdiirman.